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synopsis.
~rusilla Doane, long a pathetic little figure in the Cliftondale

Home for Old Ladies, where she is the only charity inmate because she

is unable to pay the required $100 a year that the other old ladies

t)ay, is made a slavey and perpetual door mat by the hard faced matron

of the institution. She never can go on the two annual picnica which

are held, and has only hard work and mistreatment for her lot in life.

Sally May is another "charity patient"; but not at this home. In

the house of Hannah Paydon she slaves long and late striving to please

the grim woman who lete her work out her "b card and keep", and when

Hannah goes away for a week she is delighted at the chance to be alon~'

to. pick flowers and watch the birds and study nature. As she
I

wanders down a country lane a roadster, driven at breakneck speed,

rounds s turn, narrOWly misses her and turns turtle pinning beneath

it the body of young Collin Arnold, who has just been disinherited by

his wealthy fether and is driving away in no pleasant mood. Sally

l~y helps rescue the boy, takes him home, puts him in her own bed

and nurses him back to health in her week of grace before her stern

mistress rrivea. When that dour party re~urna she finds the two

together and scolds the girl With burning criticism, intimating that

nobody would marry such a huzzy and threatening to turn her out.

Collins steps into the bre~ch and says he will be glad to marry her,

and the two are thus united.

Elias ~rnold, Collin's wealthy father dies without knowing the

whereabouts of his son, and leavas all his money, a million dollars,

to -DruSilla, a distant relatiY8. The Arnold home is also included.

Dnlsilla is fascinated and aghast at the magnificence which suddenly

surrounds her after her life in tho Old Ladies Home. To the.
consternation of Thornton, Arnold's lLlwyer, ~md his daughter Daphne,
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the lIttle' old lady opens her house to all the homeless babies, and

Some has a dozen or more under her roof. Meanwhile Daphne, who t.as

always wanted to marry Collin while he was the heir to the Arnold

wealth, di so overs where the boy is and seeks him out in the little

hmn where he Ii v:es wi th Sally May, working as an aut omobile mechanic.

She and her father hope to break Arnold's will, oust Drusilla and

~ave Daphne marry Co) 1 in. When she ediso Overs t llat Collin is already

married she goes to Sally Ann and trades on her simple love for

Collin, telling the girl tlat she is ruining her husbands oareer,

that he is ashamed of her and that he only married her out of pity.

Heartbroken, Sally finally leaves a note for COllin and goes away.

Collin searches for her long and hard, but in vain.

In the distant city where she has .gone, Sally May, sick and ill,

realizes that she can not support her youn~ baby ---hers and HIS;

and she reads in a paper of Drusilla's home for babies, She takes

the child there and is leaving it on the doorstep when an officer

arrests her for abandoning the child. The neighbors, headed by

Thornton, are demanding action to oust Dr~illa from the Arnold

place on the ground that she is incompetent and is making the home

a,public nuisance. The little old lady is dragged into oourt, where

she explains that the babies are only her guests, and that she has a

right to help him. She speaks bitterly of the "state institutions"

to Which the court would s0nd them, telling of her own hard,. iron,

,

loveloss life in an "institution". As the final climax of his case

against Drusilla, Thornt on calls the "shameless1' Sally Ann te the

stand to testify as to the f&ther of hor child; and Collin, who has
boon rather unWilling 011 along to try and wrost Drusilla'S money
from hor, is confronted by hiB own wife for whom he has searched .so
long. Collin is only too happy to allow Drusilla to continue her
work of love in peoce, ond the young couple are reunited.
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